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WORDPLAY BOARD AND STAFF

WordPlay friends and family,

As we head into a new year of programming, I wanted to 
pause, take a breath and thank you, our WordPlay family, 
for your donations of financial support, your talent, your 
time and your capacity to magnify the very important 
work happening at the corner of Hamilton and Blue Rock 
avenues in Northside.

At the end of 2015, we published our first anthology of 
student work and debuted it in style at the Mercantile 
Library; we expanded our successful high-school outreach 
program, WordUP, from Aiken to Hughes High School. Our 
WordPlay Scholars program continues to build community 
through innovative educational experiences, from chess 
club to mixed media storytelling. 

Our work is changing lives and reshaping our communi-
ty thanks to a dedicated staff and volunteer corps—did 
you know that the city of Cincinnati tapped our two-year 

Writer-in-Residence, Pauletta Hansel, to serve as the city’s 
Poet Laureate for 2016-2017?

In addition to my thanks, I am sending you an important 
call to action for the next day, week, month and year. I am 
asking you to do your part to ensure that all Cincinnati 
youth have access to the learning opportunities we pro-
vide. Do your part to support WordPlay, with your check-
book, with your contacts and with your time. We need 
you today more than ever to share our stories, to grow our 
community of supporters and to consider other creative 
ways to support the groundbreaking literacy and commu-
nity-building we do every day.

Please read this report and consider actions you can take, 
both large and small, to ensure WordPlay’s future. Thank 
you again for your continued support.

Sincerely,

ELISSA YANCEY CO-FOUNDER AND PAST CHAIR



This annual report demonstrates the transformational 
work of the remarkable staff and volunteers of WordPlay 
in their service to the Northside and greater Cincinnati 
community. They engage young people from many neigh-
borhoods and schools across the elementary, middle and 
high school age range with a set of innovative, holistic 
educational programs that seeks to encourage life-long 
literate learners.

The Board of Trustees of WordPlay Cincy fully supports 
these essential efforts with ongoing strategic and financial 
planning as we look to build these programs and this or-
ganization for years to come. We urge all those who share 
in the belief of the transformational value of educating all 
our youth to join with us by sharing your time, talent and 
treasures with WordPlay Cincy.

“I want to feel like I can do anything in my life.” 

I found those words on a page that Kenya had left in a 
typewriter one summer afternoon. Collecting the forgot-
ten sheets from our fleet of old typewriters has been a 
daily ritual since our opening back in 2012, one in which 
I’ve come to realize that words not intended for an audi-
ence are often the most telling.

This little girl, like the hundreds of others who come 
through our doors each year, has not known an easy 
childhood. Many of our students experience daily strug-
gles that no child should have to face. But what all of our 
children and teens do know is that the moment they walk 
through our doors, they’re a cherished member of the 
WordPlay family. They know that they have a caring adult 
who believes in them, who will nurture and guide their 
learning, applaud their creative explorations and encour-
age them to open new doors. Most important of all at 
WordPlay, each individual child can discover the confi-
dence to feel, like Kenya, “... I can do anything in my life.” 

Having a strong role model who believes in a child and 
sets positive expectations for their future is one of the 
strongest indicators of future success. Everything we 
do, from helping master the most basic literacy skills 
to fine-tuning a poetry performance for an audience of 
hundreds, is wrapped in this fundamental understanding. 
Our collective strength lies in how we lift up the most 
vulnerable so they can realize their fullest potential. To all 
the members of our WordPlay community who have given 
in countless, selfless ways to help our children, you have 
my sincerest thanks. And to all those just learning about 
our transformative work, I extend an open invitation to 
call me, visit our writing center, see the kids in action, and 
experience the magic that is WordPlay. 

With gratitude,

LIBBY HUNTER CO-FOUNDER AND EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

THOMAS G. MONACO BOARD CHAIR



WordPlay Scholars provides after-school and weekend 
learning opportunities for children in grades K-8, including 
innovative literacy activities, conquering homework and 
school projects, exploring self-expression through daily 
Happy Hour creative workshops, and building healthy 
relationships with their peers and tutors while gaining new 
insights about themselves and the world around them.

WordUP has been opening doors for teens at Aiken New 
Tech School since 2012. Expanded to Hughes STEM High 
School as of October, 2015, 25 students at each school 
gain new perspectives on their education, their futures, 
and the power of finding their voices through creative 
writing, group discussion, and public engagement. 2015 
witnessed the first cohort of Aiken students to graduate 
after three years in the WordUP program. 6 of them who 
were deemed “at risk” of dropping out when they first 
began the program are now enrolled in four-year colleges 
or earning certifications in skilled workforce programs. 

Scribes (formerly Louder Than a Bomb) introduces youth 
from across the city to the power of speaking your truth 
through poetry and performance. Whether teens want to 
prepare for competition on the stage or hone their poetry 
for their own personal enjoyment, Scribes offers high 
school students safe refuge to tap into creative potential.

Summer Scholars gives children in grades K-8 a transfor-
mative educational and creative experience in the critical 
out-of-school months, targeting the notorious summer 
learning gap by tapping into children’s innate curiosity 
with frequent field trips and workshops led by people 
from diverse professions. 100% of our Summer Scholars 
have maintained or improved their reading skills over the 
course of our summer program. 

WordPlay’s Writer-in-Residence offers professional-level 
creative writing instruction to all programs at our writing 
center, as well as bringing that WordPlay writing magic 
to children in under-resourced schools and at community 
events across the city. The brilliant writing that kids have 
generated under the guidance of our Writer-in-Residence 
has been collected in the debut publication of The Word-
Play Press, When You See My Name.

WordPlay is committed to outreach year-round, provid-
ing unique literary and creative writing experiences for 
the public throughout the area, including flash fiction at 
Books by the Banks, delivering thousands of books to 
children as co-organizer of Ride for Reading, hosting the 
WordPlay Author Series with award-winning authors Jac-
queline Woodson, Jon Scieszka, Mac Barnett, and Sharon 
Draper among many others; writing Short Order Stories 
with Chase Public for Cincy Summer Streets, and numer-
ous other school and community festivals. 

WHAT DO WE DO?
OUR WEEKLY PROGRAMS 

INNOVATE

 CONNECT

TRANSFORM

INSPIRE

“I love WordPlay because the people there are amazing. 
We learn to help others and share ideas with each 
other. I think the people at WordPlay are changing 
the world.”

Christia, age 9



When I met King, in January 2015, he was one of WordPlay’s 
challenging kids. An energetic 8-year-old, he would literal-
ly flop around the space, throwing himself on couches and 
chairs, disrupting others. I stuck it out with him my first 
day of volunteering. Somehow we wound up getting a little 
work done; some homework, some reading. To my surprise, 
he hugged me at the end of the session.
 
The following week, I was sure that King would be excit-
ed to see me again. Instead, he looked dismayed when I 
walked in the door. This was going to be work, his face said. 
We were both thinking the same thing!
 
And yet, his behavior changed that second day. He was 
more focused. More eager. In the passing weeks, he 
changed radically. We developed a routine, and with that, 
a great amount of trust. Sometimes it was tough to get 
through his homework—there were days when it took two 
entire hours to complete it—but he knew there was a re-
ward waiting for him when we did: a book.
 
King showed a remarkable ability to comprehend the 
books we read together. So I chose stories that were more 
and more advanced. He beamed when I told him that a 
book we had just finished was intended for kids much old-
er than him. As for me, I beamed when King would stop me 
and demand to know the meaning of a new word (“What’s 
a pancreas?”). 
 
I was so inspired by King’s hunger for stories that I wrote a 
short tale about him and his friend Andre, another Word-
Play student. As soon as I finished reading it to them, they 
asked for another one. I suggested we write it togeth-
er. The result is The Bathtub Boys, a chapter book of the 
adventures of two young boys who fall through a bathtub 
drain to a tunnel of adventures below. King and Andrae 
came up with all of the ideas for Chapter 2: tornadoes, 
time travel, magic coins. As we write it together, they are 
learning about character development, foreshadowing, and 
sensory detail.
 

Every now and then King still gets rambunctious. In those 
moments I leverage my understanding of his unique 
personality to bring us back on track. Even on those days, 
it is hard to believe that just last year he was a so-called 
troublemaker. Today he is a scholar, a writer, and a won-
derful friend.

“This program has been incredibly valuable to our family. 
Not just on behalf of my son King, but also for his cousin 
Dariah, and Andrae my daycare child. As a child care pro-
fessional as well as a parent I’ve grown to love and appre-
ciate this program. Fun and unique learning moments with 
bookbinding and videography were amazing.

I loved the relationship they each built with their tutor/vol-
unteers. King definitely will leave with very precious mem-
ories and I thank you all so much. I truly enjoyed myself at 
the first gathering.

WordPlay is the best!”

Te’Quana Colvin, King’s mother

Laurie joined the WordPlay Board of Trustees as Volunteer 
Liaison in January, 2016

KING AND I
A DETERMINED VOLUNTEER, A CLAW-FOOT 
READING TUB, AND A RELUCTANT SCHOLAR



499 STUDENTS PARTICIPATED  IN OUR REGULAR 
WEEKLY PROGRAMS

STUDENTS FROM 42 DIFFERENT 
SCHOOLS AND 19 ZIP CODES 
COMMITTED TO ATTENDING 
1 OR MORE DAYS EACH WEEK

100% OF OUR SUMMER SCHOLARS HAVE MAINTAINED OR 
IMPROVED THEIR READING LEVEL THROUGHOUT OUR 
SUMMER PROGRAM SO THEY ARE READY TO START THE 
NEW SCHOOL YEAR ON TRACK

WE HELPED TO BUILD HOME LIBRARIES 
FOR OUR CHILDREN BY GIVING AWAY 
OVER 3,500 BOOKS THROUGHOUT 
THE YEAR

*program totals are from August 2014 – August 2015

354 VOLUNTEERS PROVIDED 
THEIR ENERGY AND TALENTS

85% OF OUR 
STUDENTS 
ARE FROM 
LOW-INCOME 
HOMES

WE REACHED ANOTHER 
1,680 CHILDREN AND 
TEENS THROUGH 
OFF-SITE PROGRAMMING



REBA AND FRANCIS
PARTNERS IN LIFE AND IN WORDPLAY

Francis first brought me to WordPlay in 2013 on the 
Fourth of July, a day on which our neighbors are well-
known throughout the city for throwing a huge 
community-wide celebration and parade. Francis, already 
a WordPlay volunteer, had regaled me with details of 
helping children write stories of their pet goldfish (or 
sharks, depending on the reliability of the narrator). When 
we walked in that day, co-founders Libby and Elissa were 
surrounded by kids waving books, paper and pens as 
families explored the beautiful and inviting learning space. 
The special magic of WordPlay was all around us and I 
understood the potential that had initially enticed me 
through the glass panes of the organization’s curiosity 
shop storefront. I was hooked and immediately signed up 
for a volunteer orientation.

My first day volunteering with WordPlay was on the 
opening weekend of the school year, and anticipation 
filled the air as Francis and I awaited the arrival of our first 
students. Then, there they were. Three sisters from down 
the street with colorful outfits and rock-n-roll style came 
bounding up to the table where we sat. The youngest, a 

seven-year-old bob-headed girl, plopped onto the chair 
across the table from me and leaned in hard. “WHO are 
YOU?” she demanded to know, and then she dumped a 
bucket of pens all over the floor. I told her my name while 
we cleaned up, and realized together she and I were both 
about to start learning exactly that.

Now, several years later, Francis and I are staff members 
of WordPlay. Along with our first three energetic charges 
that first day back in 2013, we have helped hundreds of 
children to harness their immense creative power, with all 
of our stories having joined into one through the power of 
the WordPlay community. 

From Francis and myself, thank you for the continuing 
support that keeps our stories intertwining.

Reba Hennessy, Operations and Development Coordinator, 
and Francis Pospisil, WordPlay Scholars Program Coor-
dinator, started as volunteers with WordPlay in 2013 and 
have grown into staff roles since that time. 

“Whether exploring the urban legends that are hidden 
around the room or bush-wacking through neighboring 
parks, WordPlay allows youth and adults representing all 
corners of our city (and beyond!) to come together each 
day to learn and create collectively, transforming everyone. 
Witnessing this growth, not just of individuals, but of the 
entire WordPlay family, can renew even the biggest skeptic’s 
sense of hope for the future.”

Kirsten Zook, Program Director since 2014



DID YOU KNOW MATH IS A LANGUAGE, TOO?
WHAT WE EARNED, AND HOW WE SPENT IT

EXPENSES
$168,435.37

REVENUE RETROSPECTIVE

FISCAL YEAR 2015 August 1, 2014 – July 31, 2015

A. Grants  60.44% $116,500.00 
B. Individual Contributions    27.62%    $53,230.73    
C. Retail Sales     5.15% $9,926.41    
D. In-Kind Donation of Goods          3.92%  $7,550.00    
E. Corporate Contributions            2.61% $5,036.58
F. Fee-for-Service               0.26%  $500.00    

A. Programs                84% $142,047.19
B. Management & Compliance     10%   $16,485.85    
C. Fundraising               6%  $9,902.33    

REVENUE
$192,743.72

A A 

B 

C 

B 

C 
E F D 

2013           $74,425 (our first full fiscal year)  

2014                        $120,368 (61.7% increase over previous year)

2015          $192,743 (60% increase over previous year)

2015 wrapped up with the release of The WordPlay 
Press’ first publication, When You See My Name, with a 
packed-house celebration held amidst the awe-inspiring 
historic collections of the Mercantile Library. WordPlay 
Writer-in-Residence Pauletta Hansel on her experience 
guiding the students’ writing and editing the anthology:

Honored. Proud. Moved. Impressed. Inspired. Tickled pink. 
(As my Granny would say.)

We couldn’t agree more. In her introduction to the anthol-
ogy, WordPlay Executive Director Libby Hunter wrote:

We are giving children from diverse backgrounds, neigh-
borhoods, and schools a place where they can work and 
create together, come to know and trust each other, their 
tutors, and most importantly - themselves. [When You See 
My Name] is a testament to their brave exploration of self 
and identity through creative writing. 

As for our brave young authors, the reactions to seeing 
their work in print were priceless. 

Bix Griffith, age 7 at the time, wrote the poem that in-
spired the anthology’s title. On seeing her work as part 
of this collection, Bix said: “It felt great to have my work 
published in a book. I gave copies to my family members, 
and it will be a treasure for the rest of our lives.” 

Karly Miller, age 12 at the time she wrote her piece for the 
anthology, stood with the book in her hands, slowly shak-
ing her head, mouth wide open. “I can’t believe this is me...
in a book!” she gasped, clutching the book to her heart, an 
ear-to-ear smile overtaking her initial shock. 

Giving this young generation opportunities to present 
their work to the public, to have their voices heard and 
celebrated and at the same time feel the pride of belong-
ing to a greater community of writers - published writers, 
no less! - is the very heart of our Writer-in-Residence pro-
gram. Preparations for the WordPlay Press’s teen anthol-
ogy are well underway. Keep an eye out for its release in 
the fall of 2016!

WHEN YOU SEE MY NAME
DEBUT OF THE WORDPLAY PRESS



“WordPlay saved my life...I honestly feel like WordPlay is 
not only helping me, but in its own way, WordPlay’s saving 
the future generation of kids.”  

In 2014, Lacy entered his senior year at Aiken in a rough 
spot. He had given up on his art, his education, and his 
future. His guidance counselor encouraged him to enroll in 
our WordUP program, where he found a new community 
that nurtured his incredible talent and provided a lifeline 
of support in the rough times. He went on to work with 
WordPlay teaching artist Desirae Hosley on his spoken 
word art, and was crowned champion in the individual 
competition of the city-wide youth poetry slam, Louder 
Than a Bomb. Lacy is currently a Freshman in Communi-
cations at the University of Cincinnati. He wrote this poem 
to honor those who helped him along the way. 

LACY “ASYLUM” ROBINSON
THANKS

Many days have passed in the past that have put me in 
many bad situations

From painful sensations of social isolation to my illness’ 
core problem of having hallucinations 

I’ve been hurt and left with nothing but stress and a nega-
tive perspective of the condition of my existence 
that is until I saw what would become my passion and joy 
beckoning to me from a distance

My future’s beautiful appearance was a shock to my eye-
sight, acting as salvation being as bright as a night-light to 
help me see the way through the darkness of my life 
Flashed to me like the bulbs of a neon sign Louder than a 
Bomb 

Made friends got fans and opportunities as I shook hands 
of important people but most importantly it helped me to 
fix things at home with my mother 

So thank you to everyone who was involved in that be-
cause I needed to let her know that I love her 

And truthfully if it wasn’t for this path I took I have no idea 
what would happen if we didn’t have each other

This wonderful experience allowed me to artistically grow 
and utilize my rhymes and vernacular and spread a mes-
sage of self-love and hope and in my mind nothing could 
be more spectacular

So I always say this was the greatest thing to happen to 
me and believe me that’s true 

A year ago I had to overcome stage fright to step up to a 
mic and now look at me, you can’t tell me I’m not that dude 
I mean where else could I get people to listen to me 
talking about a world full of three-headed-squirrels, purple 
squirt guns, sadness and baboons 

So now whenever I come close to sulking and being in a 
bad mood I think of the fact that I wouldn’t be where I’m 
at right now if I didn’t have YOU 

Thank you



Laureates ($10,000+)        
Anonymous Family Foundation
Maureen and Tom Callinan
The Greater Cincinnati Foundation
Green River Community / Progeny Fund
The Carol Ann and Ralph V. Haile, Jr. / U.S.  
 Bank Foundation
The Ed and Joann Hubert Family Foundation
The Andrew Jergens Foundation
The George and Margaret McLane Foundation
The Procter and Gamble Fund of the Greater  
 Cincinnati Foundation
The Robert and Adele Schiff Family 
 Foundation
Schwab Charitable Fund
The Louise Taft Semple Fund

Bards ($5,000+)        
Anonymous Friends
The Otto M. Budig Family Foundation
Direct Energy
The Donald C. and Laura M. Harrison Family  
 Foundation
Interact for Health
Mary E. Mitsui
Northside/College Hill Kiwanis Club
The Schulz Family

Legends ($1,000+)        
Anonymous Friends
Deborah and Keith Andrews
Artswave
Chris Berger
Harry Blanton
Cohen, Sheila & Phillip
Mark deJong
Mark Devory
Dollar General Literacy Foundation
Duke Energy Foundation
Eastminister Presbyterian Church
Clay Francis
Maggie Karl Gieseke and Family
Dave and Jess Hunter and Family
Tove and Tom Hunter
Kristine Johnson
Katie Francis
Magnified Giving
Martha Kidd Foundation
Zachary Leavitt
The Manuel D. and Rhoda Mayerson 
 Foundation
Lisa Meeks
Katie and Mike Moroski
The Agnes Nordloh Charitable Trust
Northside Community Council and the  
 Neighborhood Project Support Fund

Maureen and Nicola Pietoso 
Cynthia Read
Peggy Shannon
Staples Foundation
St. Mary Church
Tricia Suit and Eric Appleby
Louise Watts
Michelle and Wynndel Watts
Vanessa and Rick Wayne
Maxwell C. Weaver Foundation
Elissa Yancey

Literati ($500+)
Margie and Bruce Barkhau
Bernice and Tom Bishop
Katherine and Troy Blackburn
Cindy and Ian Collins
Consciousness in Action
Thais Morata and Remco DeJong
Alice Emmons and Tom Owens
Katie Freeman
Kate Hanisian and Ramsey Ford
Liz Kitchell and Fred Neurohr
The Robert A. and Marian K. Kennedy 
 Charitable Trust
KeyBank Foundation
Drs. Eva and Richard Komoroski
Zachary Leavitt
Jayshree Mahajan and Peter McCarty
Marcella Allison
Marie and Thomas Monaco
Scott Nelson
Kathy Prescott
Cynthia and Denis Read
June and Don Reynolds 
Courtney Rice
Dr. Lynn Shewmaker
Karen Smith and Paul DeMarco
Lizzi and Carl Solway
Kate Spencer
Amy Summerville

Wordsmiths ($101+)
Erika Barnes
Mac Barnett
Hilairy Begley
Chris and Kelly Berger
Aaron Betsky and Peter Haberkorn
Jay Bolotin
Carolyn Burke
Jane Bayard Carley
Dan Caskey and Kevin Carson
Chemed Foundation
Andrew Chun
Frederick Estera
Carolyn and Christopher Evans

Lori and Jerry Finke
Sarah Foster
Patricia Frey
Judy and Francis Ganance
Molly Gillespie
Donald Gruber
Lia and Bruce Hager 
Alli Hammond and David Manktelow
Jasmine Johnson and Asante Sparks
Lisa Kagen
Clay Kallman
Rian Keller
Give Back Cincinnati
Heather & Lee Krombholz and Family
Nicola Mason and Michael Griffith
Thomas and Marie Monaco
Niamh O’Leary
Jessica Nielsen and Sean Rhiney
Lorin Oberweger
Elaine Olund
Rachel and Ryan O’Malley
Mark Painter
Robert Paquette
Raphaela Platow and Jeff Groh
Dave and Amy Purcell
Michelle Red Elk and Robert Jefferson 
Alison Reid
David Rippe
Jill and Josh Schiller
Suzanne Schindler
Jon Scieszka
Cincinnati City Council Member Yvette  
 Simpson
Alan Tarshis
Terribeth and Tad Smith
Paul and Melanie Toler
Amy Townsend-Small
Sarah Trenz
Laura Van Pelt and Family
Christopher Wheeler and Family
Emily and Don White
Katherine Whitfield
Karla Williams
Christine and John Willig

Storytellers (up to $100)
Adam Angelona
Karen Appleby
Erin Armao
Liz Barber
Caitlin Barnett
William Berger
Maggie Brennan
Caroline and Kurt Brown
Ishi Buffam
Matt Cullinan

Joyce and Rob Davies and Family
Rachel and James DesRochers
Geoffrey Dobbins
Sara and Jacob Drabik 
Elaine Olund
Sara Ellingwood
Candace Ellis
Jan and Richard Evans
Priscilla Faux
Brian & David Gilronan
Laura Goldberg and Neil Aquino
Cindi Goslee and Roland Kreager
Jill Harfman
Jeffrey W. and Amy Jo Hasler
Margaret Hennessey
Reba Hennessey
Kris Royer Henninger
Lauren and Mark Himmel
Laura Hinerfield 
Suzanne Hoxsey
Jennifer and Sean Hughes
Candace and Peter Janidlo
Jordan Kellogg
Nicole Keshav
Darlyne Koretos 
Judy Kraus
Barbara Kulbaga
Renee and T.J. Lentz
Julia Mace and Ed Rush
Megan Martin
Mary C. Bockstahler
Dr. Terri McCarty 
Margaret and Bill O’Kain
Beth Parker
Terri Pham
Kara Poe 
Reisat Wijdan and Patrick Points
Robert C. Porter
Francis Pospisil
Michael Poussard
Aftab Pureval
Kristy and Ali Razzaghi
Katherine Rodi
Catherine Roma and Dorothy Smith
Deborah and Jeffrey Rosen
Lara Rumizen and Terry Burke
Allison Russell
Suzanne Schindler
Barry Schwartz
Jen and Michael Sharp
Bryan Sherwood
Debra Shipman
Laney Bender-Slack
Laura Smith
Russell Speiller
Adam Stegman
Nancy and Paul Sullivan
Laura Tabor
Michael Taeckens
Cindy and Tom Cecil
Janine and Bill Thompson 
Audrey Trauth
David Volker
Andrea and Troy Warnken
Janet Weber and Steve Elliott
Shelley and Chris Werner
S. Leigh Whitaker
Joyce & Rob Whitney

Randy and Leisa Wilcox 
Greg Yeakley
Debbie and Keith Zook

Corporate
AIGA Cincinnati
Aiken High School
Berry Consulting
Boyer Group
The Brewery District
Charitable Words
Chemed Corporate Foundation
Cincinnati Marathon, Inc.
Coffee Emporium
Crave Cincinnati
Django Western Taco
Form Building Solutions, LLC
Fort Thomas Garden Club
Habanero
InterAct for Change
Juntos & Associates
KeyBank Foundation
Kiwanis Club of Greater Cincinnati
Kroger Co.
Krombholz Jewelers
The Listing Loon
The Littlefield
Steve Magas, Ohio Bike Lawyer
Magnified Giving
Marist Society Inc
MayDay Bar
Melt Eclectic Deli
Mount Notre Dame High School
Muhammad Ali Museum & Education Center
Northside-College Hill Kiwanis
Northside Community Council
Penguin Random House
Potbelly Deli
Ride For Reading
Rufus Holdings LLC
Seek
Shake It, Inc.
The Comet
Tillies Lounge
TrewGrip, LLC/Outlier Technologies
University of Cincinnati
Ursuline Academy
Vision One/ Dr. Lynn Shewmaker and 
 Associates

In-Kind (value of $100 or greater)
Adopt-A-Book
AIGA Cincinnati
Aiken New Tech High School
Sherman Alexie
Ghuffran Ali
Mac Barnett
Jedediah Berry
Better World Books
Sophie Blackall
Bluestone Creative
Brazee Street Studios
Broadcast Photo by Stephen Metz
Alisha Budkie
Marjorie Celona
Charitable Words
Coffee Emporium
College Hill Kiwanis

Mark deJong
Dojo Gelato
Alex Grecian
Django Western Taco
EEO Design/Elaine Olund
Alice Emmons and Tom Owens
GE
Nikki Giovanni
Michael Griffith
Lauren Groff
Pauletta Hansel
Hoffner Lodge
Michael Holder
Half Price Books
Desirae Hosley
Hughes STEM High School
Jude Huzicko
Hyperquake
Kroger Co.
Fiona Maazell
Dr. Quintino Mano
Nicola Mason
Michael Link
Littlefield “Lads”
LPK Design
MayDay Bar
Melt Eclectic Deli
The Mercantile Library
Mount St. Joseph University
Newmind Group
Northside Tavern
Penguin Random House
Picnic and Pantry
POSSIBLE
Queen City Cookies
Queen City Project
The Requiem Project
Ride For Reading
Rock Island Realty
Adam Rex
Emily St. John
George Saunders
Jon Scieszka
Michael Scheurer
Leah Stewart
Ursula Roma
Rufus Holdings, LLC
Pippin Rush
The Kroger Co.
University of Cincinnati
Frank X Walker
Dr. Susan Watts-Taffe
Maureen Wood

The following is a list of donations since our founding in 2012 through 
the end of 2015. We sincerely apologize for any inadvertent omissions. 
Please bring it to our attention and we will correct our error in future 
publications and acknowledgments.

THE WORDPLAY CANON OF GIVING
OUR DEEPEST GRATITUDE FOR YOUR GENEROSITY
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[Photo of Tom]

2015 wrapped up with the release 
of The WordPlay Press’ first pub-
lication, When You See My Name, 
with a packed-house celebration 
held amidst the awe-inspiring historic 
collections of the Mercantile Library. 
WordPlay Writer-in-Residence Pau-
letta Hansel on her experience guid-
ing the students’ writing and editing 
the anthology:

Honored. Proud. Moved. Impressed. 
Inspired. Tickled pink. (As my Granny 
would say.)

We couldn’t agree more. In her intro-
duction to the anthology, WordPlay 
Executive Director Libby Hunter 
wrote:

CREDITS PHOTOGRAPHY + DESIGN

Thank you to Broadcast Photo by Stephen Metz, Mandy 
Cobble Photography and Erin Mullins for capturing 
WordPlay in such wonderful images. Thanks to Hans 
Schellhas for layout and design of our 2015 annual report. 

We couldn’t have produced this without the generosity 
of so many talented individuals contributing their time 
and expertise. 

A SPECIAL THANKS TO THE 800+ VOLUNTEERS WHO HAVE 

STEPPED UP TO HELP WORDPLAY AS LEARNING COACHES 

FOR OUR KIDS, BOARD AND COMMITTEE MEMBERS, BEHIND-

THE-SCENES OPERATIONAL SUPPORT, AND SO MANY OTHER 

ROLES. WE COULDN’T HAVE DONE IT WITHOUT YOU.




