
 

 

CREATE LEGENDS:  
BECOME A WORDPLAY SPONSOR TODAY.  

Drive the successes of Cincinnati’s young people. Help them find their voices, maximize educational 
outcomes and bridge divides through reading, writing and spoken word performances. 

 
 You’ll receive a fantastic return on your investment. 

 

 REACH THE RIGHT PEOPLE: If your target audience is highly educated, loyal, well-compensated 
professionals from throughout the Greater Cincinnati region, then investing in a partnership with 

WordPlay is a smart business decision. 
 

 MAKE A MEANINGFUL IMPACT: Your sponsorship helps close the gap between grant funding 
and the true cost of providing the highest quality programs and events for our community. 

 

 GET NOTICED: Thousands of favorable impressions and networking opportunities for you and/or 
your company in alignment with one of the fastest growing youth literacy nonprofits in the city. 

Since 2012 over 1,500 WordPlay supporters have helped write the stories of... 
2,500+ children, teens and young adults enrolled in school and summer programs; 

7,500+ community members via outreach, workshops and performances; 
with 600+ scholars attending each week during the 2018-19 school year. 
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IMAGINE WHOSE STORIES IMAGINE WHOSE STORIES YOUYOU WILL HELP WRITE. WILL HELP WRITE.  

WORDPLAY CINCY SPONSORSHIP BENEFITS* 

 
•NAMING RIGHTS• 

Make your company’s name an exclusive part of an event, program or location title. Examples: 
“The WordPlay Student Showcase Presented by YOUR COMPANY” or “The COMPANY WordPlay Writing Center” 

•ON-MIC RECOGNITION• 
Specific thanks to your company will be shared during related showcases, events and open houses. 

•EXCLUSIVE ACCESS• 
Get complimentary seats for you and your employees, clients and network at WordPlay events. 

•SIGNAGE• 
Your company’s name or logo will appear on signage like vinyl banners and table tents within program space, at 

events, on public student displays or in other areas. 

•LOGO PLACEMENT• 
WordPlay’s website, event brochures, hard copy advertising, t-shirts, and more will feature your logo as related to 

your sponsorship. 

•SOCIAL MEDIA• 
Be promoted online before and after the event/program, reaching 2,000+ followers. 

• MAILING LIST• 
Get recognition in WordPlay print and digital annual reporting; event/program announcements; and our digital 

newsletter, reaching more than 1,200 subscribers. 

•PRESS RELEASE• 
Your company’s name included as a sponsor in press releases for the program/event. 

•OTHER RECOGNITION• 
We want to make this investment worthwhile for you and your company! Your ideas are welcome. 

•RESULTS• 
 You will receive a detailed follow-up report about brand impressions created by your company’s smart 

investment in our city’s young people. 

*Examples only. Your benefits extended will be per agreement between your company and WordPlay Cincy. 
 

Contact Reba Hennessey, Development & Communications Director, for more information about your 
new WordPlay sponsorship today. Just email reba@wordplaycincy.org or call 513-541-0930.   
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WORDPLAY CINCY AT-A-GLANCE 
 

ABOUT WORDPLAY 
 
WordPlay Cincy opened in 2012 on a shoestring budget with scavenged tables and chairs, a small fleet of 
refurbished typewriters and an ambitious goal: to bridge Cincinnati’s academic and socioeconomic divides 
through reading, writing and storytelling programs for students in grades K-12. 

 
Our founders knew they needed new 
and innovative means of tapping into 
the innate potential of children and 
teens. WordPlay brings together unlikely 
pairings of neuroscientists and poets, 
educators and grandparents, 
professors and our youth themselves to 
identify what is so often missing on their 
educational path: safe intellectual and 
emotional spaces where learning and 
growth can happen. 
 
When a young person has role models 
like these who believe in their ability to 
succeed, the likelihood of reaching 
their goals increases exponentially. Add 
self-confidence and self-efficacy to this 
mix and you have a child who believes 
they can do anything they set their 
mind to, with the skills to figure out how 
to do it. Their horizons become limitless. 
 

WordPlay gives young people compassionate, individualized attention from coordinators and trained volunteers. 
We use creative approaches to learning and literacy while building critical thinking skills and confidence through 
celebrations of creative work. We give the next generation tools to grow into lifelong learners so their futures can be 
filled with hope, opportunity and stability. We know we’re onto something big, and our young people agree. 
 
 
THE WORDPLAY ELEMENTS OF SUCCESS 
These elements are the magic at the core of all WordPlay 
offerings. They are key components outlined by our expert 
program committee to empower children and teens both in 
and beyond the classroom so that they will: 

Understand the depths and horizons of their creativity 

Discover, honor and share their personal narratives 

Actively connect with others in an inclusive community  

Define, realize and pursue their own futures 
 
 

WHO GOES TO WORDPLAY? 
Children, teens and young adults from 45+ schools and neighborhoods across the Greater Cincinnati region. 

85% of WordPlay families live in areas of concentrated poverty, and a key aspect of the work we do is community- 
building: growing a strong network from diverse backgrounds who believe in our kids’ ability to succeed.   
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WHAT WORDPLAY DOES 

 
School-Based Programs: From developing immersive Readers Theater 
performances to making public Poet Trees, WordPlay brings project-based 
reading and writing workshops into grade school classrooms, with passionate 
teaching artists who partner with school teachers 
to complement their curriculum. WordPlay has 
also supported after-school programs such as 
Newspaper Club.  
 
In 2019, WordPlay is launching the WordLAB to 
support students at Chase Elementary with 
literacy interventions to address the 20% decline 

in reading proficiency from third to sixth grade. WORDlab is also designed to boost 
student confidence in reading and writing for students leaving elementary school so 

they are ready for the increasing challenges of high 
school and beyond. 
 
At the high school level, we understand how important it is to engage and 
empower at-risk teens, and yet how challenging this can be given their busy lives. 
Recognizing that school partnerships are powerful way to reach large populations 
of young people, WordPlay works with teachers and administration to design 
in-class and after-school programs customized to fit their populations and needs. In 
2017, we opened our second location, the WordPlay Writers Room, embedded 
inside Aiken High School. We also offer short- and long-term programs in creative 
literacy to other high schools. 
 

Finally, each spring WordPlay partners with SPUN bicycles to give away 5,000+ books as part of Cincinnati’s annual 
Ride for Reading. The day brings together multiple volunteer groups, organizations and bicyclists to provide 10 
books per student at a school in an area of concentrated poverty, helping students build much-needed home 
libraries just in time for summer. 
 
Public Programs: These community-based workshops are free to young people 
across the region who travel from many different zip codes to our Northside writing 
center. They take place on weekday evenings and on Saturdays. Our youngest 
students connect with each other to build reading and writing skills through arts and 
movement- based activities, led by local writers and special guests including actors, 
dancers, artists and puppet-makers. Teens connect with a diverse group of peers to 
develop important critical thinking and community-building skills while creating pieces 
for performance and publication with our highly trained staff, guest writers, performers 
and educators. 
 

Mobile Programs: WordPlay teaching artists are on the road every 
week bringing the fun and creativity of our reading and writing workshops 
and young writers’ powerful spoken word performances to a growing list of 
partner organizations across the city. 
 
Recent partner organizations include: the Cincinnati Opera, Music 
Resource Center, Urban Appalachian Community Coalition, the Martin 
Luther King, Jr. Coalition, Public Library of CIncinnati and Hamilton County, 
National Underground Railroad Freedom Center, Down Syndrome 
Association of Greater Cincinnati, Housing Opportunities Made Equal 
(HOME), Clovernook Center for the Blind and Visually Impaired, Price Hill 
Creative Community Festival, Santa Maria Community Services and 
Community Matters, Project Connect of Cincinnati Public Schools. 

 
Summer Programs: Summer learning loss is a very real challenge for children who 
do not have access to quality learning opportunities in the out-of-school months. Each 
summer, WordPlay provides all three types of our experiences listed above 
(school-based, public and mobile programs) with a seasonal twist to help young 
people stay on track academically by exploring new creative horizons in safe spaces.  
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