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Lined up against the bookcases stood a
troupe of teenagers, hailing from west
side to east. Some had been raised by
families comfortably settled for
generations; others had only recently
arrived in the country; one had been
shuttled between various relatives and
homeless shelters for years. Each was
waiting his or her turn at the microphone,
a chance to share their story through
poetry. All ears and eyes in the room
were trained on their voices. The
youngest and final performer, a 12-year-
old newly arrived to Cincinnati, had never
stood in front of a mic before, let alone
an audience. When she stumbled over her
first line, hand to face to hide the
swelling tears, the others came to her
side, stood by her and wrapped their
arms around her shoulders, bolstering her
with their show of support. She quietly
finished her piece, and she beamed.

This seemingly small slice of WordPlay
captures our true essence: a space where
young people activate their strengths to
forge connections through creativity,
exploration and validation. 2018 and 2019,
years 6 and 7 for WordPlay, witnessed so
much good: new students, community
partners, schools, families, volunteers,
Board members and staff to whom I offer
my sincerest gratitude for expanding our
horizons. To all who have engaged in our
work, attended a performance, donated to
a campaign or simply followed our
progress—thank you. Just as our young
poet standing before her first-ever
audience, your support lifts us up to carry
forward our mission, creating tangible
and lasting impact for all.
 
                            Sincerely yours,

A message from WordPlay's
Executive Director

S TRATEG I C  P LAN

In early 2019, WordPlay's staff and Board of Trustees completed a process of
strategic planning, facilitated by Partners In Change. This plan looks ahead to
the organization's priorities for the next 3 years, with 4 primary objectives:

1. Our People. Invest in staff, teaching artists and volunteers to empower
professional growth while supporting well-being.
2. Impact. Maximize the impact of programs, partnerships and advocacy.
3. Scale. Create effective, high quality programs that can be replicated in
schools and neighborhoods.
4. Sustainability. Develop a consistent strategy to generate earned and
contributed income and grow our budget.
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of participants are
from low-income
households85% 0% of families have to

pay for WordPlay's
programs & services

OUR  I MPACT

2018-2019

1,200 young people
(ages 5-18) reached per

month across all programs

6 partners through
Cincinnati Public

Schools

Over 5,000 books
donated to build kids'

home libraries

40 dedicated volunteers
logging 260 hours

12 teaching artists
leading integrated

arts programs

In 2019, WordPlay participants Lilly, Daphne and
Azaria received invitations to serve as delegates
to the International Congress of Youth Voices in
San Juan, Puerto Rico. They joined 100 other
young writers and activists from around the
world for a 3-day gathering of panels, speakers
and discussion around current events and social
justice issues. 

Mission: Creating spaces for young people to fulfill their potential by discovering, honoring & sharing their voices.

513-996-0010
info@wordplaycincy.org
www.wordplaycincy.org

Vision: An inspired community of people who learn, thrive & share.

SPOTLIGHT :  INTERNATIONAL

CONGRESS  OF  YOUTH  VOICES

23 creative learning
programs offered in

schools, neighborhoods &
partner organizations

About WordPlay: WordPlay Cincy is a nonprofit writing center that offers free creative learning programs to
young people across Greater Cincinnati.
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REVENUE  RETROSPECTIVE

2018  REVENUE

$323 ,996

2019  REVENUE

$1 ,046 ,982

Anonymous Gift

47%

Grants

22%

Fee-for-Service

18%

Contributions

10%

Retail sales

2%

2019  EXPENSES

$513 ,813

Program-specific

52%

Shared

25%

Core Costs

23%

2018  EXPENSES

$329 ,109

Program-specific

63%

Shared

22%

Core Costs

15%
Shared

between

programs

25%

Shared

between

programs

22%

*Pending accountant review

*



"Not only had I grown as a reader but my
imagination had grown wild."

OUR  CANON  OF  G I V I NG

The following list comprises gifts and donations to WordPlay that took place from January 2018
through July 2019. Please bring omissions or corrections to our attention and we will correct all
errors in future publications and acknowledgments.

Kari Acton
Ometeji Adeyemon
Janelle Allen
Eleanora C.U. Alms Trust
Alexander Alvarez
Amazon Smile
Deborah & Keith Andrews
Anonymous Donors
Ann Arbogast
Angela & Chris Asselin
Ellen Austin-Li
Dr. Dallas G. & Mrs. Melissa W. Auvil
Linda Averbeck
Bacchanalian Society
Bruce & Marjory Barkhau
Steph Barnard
Jeanne Bauer-Nilsen
Mary Becker
Geoffrey Beglen
Hilairy Begley
The Benevity Community Impact Fund
Best Buy Employee Giving Program
Bishop Family Fund
Harry Blanton

Sue & Mark Cohen
Cynthia & Ian Collins
Combined Federal Campaign of IN, 
     KY, SWOH
Combined Jewish Philanthropies
Nigel Cotterill & JC Diaz
Crosset Family Foundation
Kathleen Cunningham
Daniele Cunningham
Amy Dalrymple
The Charles H. Dater Foundation
Jasmine Davis
Daniel Deborde
Kathleen DeLaura
Paul Demarco & Karen Smith Demarco
Dollar General Literacy Foundation
Amy & Mark Doyle
Jayne Martin Dressing
Barbara Druffel
Michael Duffy
Jennifer Dusing
Mary Effler
Michael & Judy Ehrensberger
Crystal & Kyle Eldridge McAllister

Mr. & Mrs. Tom Bobenread
Joyce Bonomini
Angela Bowman
Braderick Bowman
Taylor Boyd
Brackets for Good (Joined for Good Inc.)
Kelley & Troy Bronsink
Deborah Brooks
Carrie & Kurt Brown
Otto M. Budig Family Foundation
Kathy & Ed Buechel
Carolyn Burke
Karen Burke
Linda & John Burrows
John Carrico
Neal Carroll
Catherine Grace Photography
Patricia Cecil
Charitable Words
Kimberly & Martin Chavez
Anuj Chhabra
Piotr Chomczynski & Judy Heiny
Giulia & Gianfranco Cillario
Cincinnati Marathon Inc.

Ensemble Theatre Cincinnati
Charlotte Fabe
Barbara Fant
Priscilla Faux
Diane Fee
Gerard & Lorraine Finke
Michael Fisher
Fletcher Realty, Inc.
Sarah Foster
Samuel Foulkes
Clay Francis
Patricia Frey
General Electric
Graham Gerdeman
Lilly Gieseke
Matthew Gildea
Greater Cincinnati Foundation
Donald Gruber
Jacquelyn Gruer
Grant Guess
Peter Haberkorn
Lia & Bruce Hager
Carol Ann & Ralph V. Haile, Jr./
     U.S. Bank Foundation
Karla Hall
Sandra & Adele Hamilton
Kathy Hamm
The Donald C. & Laura M. Harrison
     Family Foundation
Sammy Hauser
Sherry Hawley
Health Ministries Association Inc.
Robert Heitker
Daniel P. Hennessey & Kathleen Gambill
Debra Hennessey

Kristen Kreft
Kroger Company
Drs. Bryan & Lupe Krol
Heather & Lee Krombholz
Isabelle Krombholz
Libby & Ollie Kroner
Dr. Robert Krzeski & Dr. Maria Czyzyk-
     Krzeska
Marcus Küchle
Barbara Kulbaga
Theresa Kulbaga
Anthony & Susan Kurz
Landen Family Foundation
Susan Langner
Tom & Kathryn Law
Patricia Lee
Eric Lefeld
Michael Link
Brian Lipka
Alexandria Lubans-Otto
Julia Mace & Ed Rush
Macy's / Bloomingdale's
Jerry Malsh & Ann Segal
Jean Mankamyer
Marc Manly & Colby Chapman
Doris Marks Rodier
Nikki Marksberry
Madeline Martinez
Nicola Mason & Michael Griffith
Chris Mattingly
Manuel D. & Rhoda Mayerson Foundation
Stacey McIntyre
Stephen McKean
Martha McLeod
Stephanie Means

Rebecca Hennessey
Pat Herman
Tricia Herman
Beverly Hittle
Rachel Hoffman
Amy & Christopher Hollon
Barbara & Richard Homlar
     Charitable Fund
Fushcia-Ann Hoover
Howell Avenue Pet Hospital
Ed & Joann Hubert Family Foundation
Diana Hueil & William McCormick
Sarah Hunt
Elizabeth Hunter
Jessica & David Hunter
Celia Irvine
Jack J. Smith, Jr. Charitable Trust
Kim Jacobs
Gaurav Jain
Candace & Peter Janidlo
Andrew Jergens Foundation
Joseph-Beth Booksellers
Junior Women’s Club of Wyoming
Janice C. Kagermeier
K. Shashi Kant & Uma Kotagal
Michael Kearns
Kelsey Keiner
Nathan Kemphues & Katie Vogel
Robert A. & Marian K. Kennedy Trust
Martha J. Kidd Foundation
Christopher Kien & Penny Worley-Kien
Eva Komoroski
Darlyne Koretos
Dr. Lori Kran & Fred Annexstein
Judy Kraus

—Audrey, age 9, writing about her first time reading Harry Potter



BOARD  OF  TRUSTEES STAFF

Libby Hunter, Executive Director
Karen Harshaw, Chief Development Officer
Amy Tuttle, Director of Programming
Desirae Hosley, Community Engagement Coordinator
Sarah Nimmo, Development & Communications Coordinator
Spring Starr Pillow, Lead Teaching Artist
Mia Vera, Program Coordinator

Joe Moorman, Chair
Phillip Ridley II, Treasurer
Steve Yandell, Secretary
Eve Bolton
Indi Ekanayake
Nick Pietoso
Regina Carswell Russo
Tim'm West

The Mercantile Library
Michele & Stephen Mergner
Mary G. Miller
Alexandra Mitchell
Janet & Robert Mitchell
Jessica Mitchell
Nancy & Bob Mitchell
Sylvia Mitchell
Anna Momper
Marie Monaco
Lauren Mongelluzzo
Mary Ann & David Montgomery
Zulema Montgomery
Kenzie Moore
Joe Moorman & Kate Eisenpress
Nicholas Moorman
Mike & Katie Moroski
Anne Moss
Meghan & Andy Nelson
Fred Neurohr & Elizabeth Kitchell
New Prospect Baptist Church
Shawn Newman
Tammy Nichols
Karen Nimmo
David Nolan
Agnes Nordloh Charitable Trust
Northside Hardware Corp.
Phillip J. Nuxhall
Kelly O'Donnell
Mary & William O'Kain
Ohio Arts Council
Ohio Department of Education
Elaine Olund
One Technologies, Inc.
Hon. Mark & Sue Ann Painter
Niki Pappas
James & Margaret Pasquale
Paypal Giving Fund
Kelly Peet
Penny Worley Auctioneers
Kevin Peters
Nicola & Maureen Pietoso
Pinnacle Solutions Group, Inc.

Elizabeth & Ioannis Piocos
Richard Polt & Julie Gifford
Marcia Prater
Anne Marie Price
Mary Beth & Salvatore Privitera
Dr. Michael Privitera
PSC Fund
David Purcell
Zachary Radabaugh
Cynthia Read
Don & June Reynolds
Rhinegeist Brewery
Sean Rhiney & Jessica Nielsen
David Rich
Phillip & Kate Ridley
John & Margaret Rieger
Katrina Rigdon & Denise Mikolainis
Charles Scott Riley III Foundation
Erin Roberts
John Robinson Jr. & Caroline Koenig
Jens G. Rosenkrantz Jr.
Jennie Rosenthal
Richard Rosenthal & Kitty Strauss
     Rosenthal
Diane Ross
Rufus Holdings LLC
Schaeper's Pharmacy Inc.
Abe Schenitzer
Robert & Adele Schiff Foundation
Suzanne Schindler
Julianne K. & David Schmitt
Chad Scholten
Scripps Howard Foundation
D'Shon & Jon Shapiro
Dr. Eric Smith
Molly Smith
Snack in a Sak
Donna & Mark Snyder
Lyndsay Soltis
Joseph Sorrell
Litsa & Van Spanos
Chelsea Sprong
George Stefut

OUR  CANON  OF  G I V I NG (CONT INUED )

A  s p e c i a l  t h a n k  y o u  t o  o u r  c o m m u n i t y  p a r t n e r s :

Paul & Judy Stegman
Carl Stich & Amelia Banister
Susan Stoll
Thomas Strunk
Robert Sturm
Tricia Suit & Eric Appleby
Summerfair Cincinnati
Amy Summerville Wolfram & Mike Wolfram
John & Jane Sutton
Jim Tarbell
Paul Taske
Taste of Belgium
Jill Templeton
Janet Tepe
Scott Thompson
Thunder-Sky Inc.
Vince Tierney
Nancy & Jim Tippmann
Jim Tomaszewski
Julie Tran & Justin Tepe
Linda Trebbi
Tri State Volunteers
U.S. Bank
Yvonne Van Eijden & Alexander Vinks
Charles & Mary Vanausdall
Monica Wagner
Louise Watts
Michelle & Wynndel Watts
Richard & Vanessa Wayne
Maxwell C. Weaver Foundation
Chris Werner
Tim'm West
Donald & Emily White
Sherry Willbrand
Karen Williams
wineCRAFT
Merrell Wood IV
The Woodward Trust
Elissa Yancey
Dr. Steven Yandell
Christina Zorn

Academy of World Languages
Aiken High School
Chase Elementary School
Cincinnati Art Museum
Cincinnati Arts Association
Cincinnati Museum Center
Cincinnati Opera
Cincinnati Public Schools
Clovernook Center for the Blind & 
     Visually Impaired
Community Matters

Cradle Cincinnati
Down Syndrome Association of Greater
     Cincinnati
Ethel Taylor Elementary School
Housing Opportunities Made Equal
     (HOME)
Martin Luther King, Jr. Coalition
Midpointe Library
Music Resource Center
National Underground Railroad
     Freedom Center

Project Connect
Public Library of Cincinnati &
     Hamilton County
Roll Hill Elementary School
Roberts Paideia Academy
Sayler Park Elementary School
School for Creative & Performing Arts
South Avondale Elementary School
University of Cincinnati
Urban Appalachian Community Coalition


